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ON A SMALL ISLAND IN
MILNE BAY PROVINCE...

MALOT!,
WHERE ARE

W
WHAT DO

VOU WANT 2!
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M/ N ORDER TO SAVE MONEY
FOR ESTHER'S SCHOOL
FEES NEXT YEAR.

DONT GIV

ME THAT

TONE.

N WHEN ARE YOU GOING ;
TO START FISHING?.
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YOUR TOMORROWS
NEVER COME!




AN

YOU KEPT SAYING
TOMORROW. NOW
MSTO0 LATE...

HE SOON CAME UPON HIS NEIGHBOUR

NAVI AND NAVF'S SON GABBY.
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HEY NAVI. qufw )

LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AN
N FISHING? U NN AR

THE GOVERNMENT OFFIC
IN CHARGE OF FISHERIES HAS
CLOSED THE FISHERIES UNTIL

PADDLED OUT TOWARDS REEF.
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DEACEFUL OUT AT SEA...

W
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AT LEAST T WILL BE MOREN

[ Ao st Have cavger
A LOT OF FISH!
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WHO WERE HERE
BEFORE ME MUST
HAVE GOTTEN ALL THE
SEA CUCUMEBERS

\/ HARVESTING
2\ sea acumeers)

you IDIOT!

HEY! COOL MM \Rs

HARVESTING SEA
CUCUMBERS

BV NOT HARVESTING
N YOUR BACK VARD!!

THEM AND

THE REST OF
S HAVE STOPPED
HARVESTING

nnnnn

FOR SEA CUCUMBERS,
THAT'S WHAT'S

Jﬁ\"




[ NEED
MONEY TO PAY
‘ N ~ \HARVESTING THEM/( FOR MY SON'S SCHOOL FEES
TO HARVEST SEA Mt . “ NEXT YEAR! YOU'RE NOT
CUCUMBERS FOR A =\ : :
PARTICULAR PERIOD

ONLY AUGUST, DIDN'T YOU READ

VeS| BUT WEVE
REACHED THETOTAL | ABOUT M1 IN THE

ALLOWABLE CATCH
FoROUR &L
DROVINCE ~
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SEASON?
TOTAL ALLOWAEBLE
CATCH? WHAT IS




FROM THE 15T

EVERY YEAR, Y/ OF OCTOBERTO THE 1ST

NFA PUTS A BAN ON
HARVESTING SEA
CUCUMBERS
FOR A PERIOD
OF TIME.

THE
CLOSED SEASON
IS EVER

T J(WHY 1S SO WORKED S{

g

o ——
b/ CERTAIN AMOUNT OF N\
Lo Saatad SEA CUCUMBERSTO BE \ 0
10, Bl HARVESTED IN A 12-MONTH |
o FARED N PERIOD, BEFORE M
A CLOSES THE SEASON.
O \ \ /

N /’7/
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THAT AMOUNT
IS MEASURED IN TONNES.
SO FOR EXAMDLE, MILNE BAY
HAS A TOTAL ALLOWABLE
CATCH OF €0 TONNES
FOR HIGH VALUE
SPECIES.

WEIGHT IS REACHED, NFA
DECLARES THE SEASON CLOSED.
FOR OUR PROVINCE, NFA
CLOSED THE SEASON A
MONTH AGO,

...BECAUSE WE

OUR TOTAL ALLOWEBLE




THEY WERE SOON JOINED BY

VULA AND NIKL. ——
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HAPPENING? WE COULD HEAR
ALL THE SHOUTING AND
SCREAMING A MILE AWAY

| VULA IS THE SON OF A PROVINCIAL FISHERIES OFFICER AND

NIKI IS A FRIEND OF A LOCAL SEA CUCUMBER BUYER. [~ ]
I

MAN! TS
FREE COUNTRY, | HAVEY.
A FAMILY TO
LOOK AFTER,

N SO)\? G/%?é gge?om s %Wr uT
N TS A FREE COUNTRY B
AN FEES!HAVE DONT YOU KNOW THERE'S

MALOT HERE |

Ty
NS AN Ny
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A BAN IN PIACE UNTIL

N

GOING TO PUT FOOD
ON THE TABLE FOR

WHAT DO THOSE MY FAMILY!
PEOPLE CARE? L
\"’“n// l/ \\ J
My S s




NFA DOESN'T PATROL
THIS AREA, HOW WILL THEY
KNOW I'M HARVESTING DURING

[ HAVE A
DAUGHTER WHOSE
SCHOOL FEES | HAVETO

PAY TOO... |

THE CLOSED SEASON? SO
WHY DONT ALL OF YOU \
LEAVE ME ALONE,... = M\ ,R\ ﬁ/
N
Ty TS
_| M///»lf//.m,/\uu\"lum,
- i OK COOL 1]
- ..BUT 'M GOING | [ LET'S NOT ARGUE,
IR\ T0 CATCH FISH AND SELL THEM
TR AL ((TODOTHAT IF 1 CAN DO T, WHY CANT
WA = =X \your M NOT LEAVING UNTIL YOU THROW
N 8 Y ALL THOSE SEA CUCUMBERS
, Q@gr oo BACK INTO THE SEA!
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NAVI, YOU KNOW
WHY THERE'S A BAN, SO
YOU MIGHT AS WELL THROW

INTO THE SEA.

HOW DO YOU ).

'

w/ NOBODY IS
A Going o BUY




MY FRIEND IS
A LOCAL BUYER.

[ WANT TO KNOW
WHY THERE'S A BAN IN
HE FIRST

~—
THERE'S A VERY X
IMPORTANT REASON WHY
NFA PLACES THESE
BANS.

NONE OFf THE BUYERS

DURING THE CLOSED
SEASON. [T'S AGAINST

HE SAYS THAT

NOW ARE

THEM BACK INTO
THE SEA, OR WILL

SEA CUCUMEBERS,
LIKE HUMAN BEINGS, NEED
T0 REPRODUCE.
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(o, . SPAWN BETWEEN %Hﬂg ‘é’f
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BN 7& > \» NUMEER OF SEA

K«q’ Nt
; > _AHHH, SO NFA "

M V. PLACES A CLOSURETO o
\\ \> ALLOW THE SEA CUCUMBERS TO

SO\ spawn. AND IF WeToOKTHEM )| Ty |
NN B Ty SAUNED, =

DONE TALKING I'M
LETTING THOSE
SEA OUCUMBERS

\\ CUCUMBERS

AND THAT
MEANS SON, THAT

IF WE HARVEST
THEM NOW,..

B
MALOT DIVED INTO THE SEA AND....

JSWAM TO NAVI’S CANOE AND TOSSED THE SEA CUCUMBERS BACK INTO THE SEA, DESPITE
| NAVI’S ATTEMPTS TO STOP HIM....
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MALOT! I'M
GOING TO TAKE You
T0 THE VILLAGE COURT

You STUPID OLD
MAN!

FOR INTERFERING IN MY BUSINESS!

GABBY
START PADDLING...
LET'S GO BACKTO
THE VILIAGE.

™ | ILL SEE You
N\ // \

\\§/,,//// W IN COURT
N

NA )

= |

ON THEIR WAY HOME GABBY STARTED ASKING HIS
FATHER QUESTIONS...

MAYEE THEY

- |

TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH

s\ AND CLOSED

DAD, HOW DOES N\ Soaiaait)  THE SEASON
YWN__EARLY

NFA KNOW WHEN THE \ 1y

IS REACHED?

MADE A MISTAKE

IDN'T MAKE A MISTAKE.
ALL THE SEA CUCUMBERS
THAT ARE CAUGHT
ARE SOLD TO BUYERS
WHO EXPORT




INFORMATION ON
THE WEIGHT OF EACH CATCH
IS RECORDED. NFA USES THIS
INFORMATION TO DETERMINE WHEN
THE TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
HAS BEEN REACHED.

CAN HARVEST SEA
CUCUMBERS UNTIL

OK, LET ME GET
THIS STRAIGHT. IF WE
5 \DON'T REACH OUR TOTAL

R ALLOWABLE

7 WHICH 1S FROM™C
THE 15T OF OCTOBER
T JANUARY 15TH,

OUR TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH
BEFORE THE 15T OF OCTOBER
THEN NFA WILL CLOSE THE SEASON

BUT If WE DO REACH

EARLY. BUT WHO CARES, I'M
STILL TAKING MALOT
TO COURT...

N 1

A

| VULA AND NIKI JOIN GABBY AND HIS FATHER.

j\&: “”’x

jﬁ GOING TO MAKE MATTER
\|

IF YOU TAKE T
=~ 10 COURT.

“NAVL YOU'RE N\ 2

ORSE FOR YOURSELF =




\ THEY TRY TO CONVINCE NAVI NOT TO TAKE THE MATTER TO COURT}:
{N» 50

\gal YOU'VE ALREADY

N\ — BROKEN THE RULES BY

;\/g/«

HARVESTING IN THE
CLOSED SEASN.

"BUT HOW DO WE
FIND OUT WHEN THE
SEASON IS CLOSED) ,

,
///

N THE POST COURIER
~ AND THE NATIONAL
NEWSPADERS...

Y, YOU'RE
ARE

48 THERE NOT ALLOWED TO
A RESTRICTIONS ALSO ON USE SQUBA OR HOOKAH,
T angA THE METHODS FOR AND YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED
DA\ HARVESTING SEA ¢ T0 USE LIGHTS. YOU'RE
NN RS. < ONLY ALLOWED TO FREE
\\‘ X DIVE AND COLLECT

~ CLOSED, AND THE BUYERS

AND THEY ALSO
NOTIFY THE BUYERS ABOUT
WHEN THE SEASON WILL BE

IN TURN TELL THE
FISHERMEN.

( THAT MALOT,
HE THREW MY SEA CUCUMBERS
BACK INTO THE SEA!




| |AFTER VULA AND NIKI LEFT, GABBY

TURNED TO HIS FATHER... |

OK, | WONT AD. | DON
TAKE HIMTO COURT, BUT THINK WHAT YOU q
TELL HIM T KEEP CLEAR DI TODAY [y

AWAY FROM ME....

YOU KNEW
ABOUT THE CLOSED
SEASON AND THE TOTAL
ALLOWABLE CATCH AND
WHY NFA CLOSES
THE SEASON,...

STILL WENT AND
COLLECIED SEA
CUCUMBERS.

/ YEAH, WELL

| ' T MAKES
NO HARM WAS

2z W DA
[IRUN A LOT OF DIFFERENCE

/ DIFFERENCE DOES
N

TAKING A FEW SEA
CUCUMBERS
MAKE?




LISTENING

ONLY OUR SEA
CUCUMBERS, ..

NS

TO MALOT, WILA
AND NIKI, | FOUND
OUT HOW IMPORTANT (T IS
TO LOOK AFTER NOT

IN SCHOOL WE
" BUT OTHER\ (LEARNED. ABOUT ANIMALS
- (MARINE ANIMALS) \"_REPRODUGING....

 WELL YOU'RE

THE MOMENT SON,

NOT IN SCHOOL AT
ND YOU'RE ONLY

T MUST BE
ALLOWED TO REPRODUCE.
THAT'S WHY MALOT WAS
SO ANGRY...

WE WERE
TAKING THE SEA CUCUMBERS
WITHOUT GIVING THEM A
CHANCE TO REPRODUCE
AND MAKE MORE
SEA CUCUMBERS.

0K, |
ADMIT YOU'RE
RIGHT SON...




BUT WE
STILL MAKE MONEY
BY FISHING.

MALOT, VULA
AND ARE RIGHT TOO.
[ WAS DOING THIS

DEPEND ON SEA \ _
CUCUMEBERYS, TROCHUS -
-\ AND LOBSTERS TO

' [ MAY BEA

KID BUT [ DO KNOW
THAT MOST OF US
LIVING ON SMALL
ISLANDS....

.50 WE caN S
PAY SCHOOL FEES W=

AND BUY THINGS LIKE

SUGAR, TEA AND

[ REALIZED THAT
IF WE DO NOT LOOK AFTER
AlL ngzléﬂi)% THIS OUR RESOURCES, IF WE TAKE

THEM WHEN WE'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO, WE ARE
SLOWLY KILLING THEM.

MORNING...
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THAT'S WHY WE
SHOULD OBEY THE FISHING \
- \\\\}\ RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT
- ARE LADDOWNEBY

THOSE RULES ARE
FOR OUR GOOD.
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IF we Hszesr P
W THE SEA CUCUMBERS
TODAY, WHAT WILL { HAVE AKND
WHAT RESOURCES WILL MY
GRANDCHILDREN
LAVE LATER ON)
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I'lLL APOLOGIZE
T0 MALOT AND FROM HER
ON, 1 WON'T HARVEST SEA
CUCUMBERS WHEN THE
SEASON IS CLOSED

7 SON, WE BOTH <.
LEARNED SOME LESSONS

A Ab h/"f |
A2z for
~n s\
THE END
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The PNG Coastal Fisheries Management and Development Project is producing a series of
information and awareness raising materials about how communities can better manage their
reef and mangrove resources. One method our project is using to raise awareness is through
comic books stories and posters. We would like to see our comics and posters used by:

school teachers and school children,

provincial fisheries officers,

non-governmental organizations,

fishermen’'s associations, and

anyone else interested in managing coastal marine resources.

“Closed season” is the latest comic book to be produced by our project. We’'d like to share
it with you.

If you are interested in finding out what else our project is doing, or if you would like to receive more
copies of our comics and posters,please contact the PNG National Fisheries Authority’s Public
Relations Officer at 309 0444.In New Ireland Province you can contact us at the National Fisheries
College on 984 2266,0r you can also visit us or ring our Contact Centre at Bagail in Kavieng at
984 1522.1n Morobe Province you can contact the Coastal Fisheries Management and Development
Office at Voco Point,phone number 472 7475.








